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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–96 Edition)§ 97.15–1

(Lifesaving Appliances and Arrange-
ments) of this chapter.

[CGD 84-069, 61 FR 25289, May 20, 1996]

Subpart 97.15—Tests, Drills, and
Inspections

§ 97.15–1 Application.

(a) Except as specifically noted, the
provisions of this subpart shall apply
to all vessels other than motorboats,
and to all motorboats on an inter-
national voyage. Motorboats not on an
international voyage shall meet the
general intent of this subpart insofar
as is reasonable and practicable with
the exception that the logging of infor-
mation is not required.

§ 97.15–3 Steering gear, whistle, and
means of communication.

(a) On all vessels making a voyage of
more than 48 hours’ duration, the en-
tire steering gear, the whistle, and the
means of communication between the
bridge or pilothouse and the
engineroom shall be examined and
tested by an officer of the vessel within
a period of not more than 12 hours
prior to departure. On all other vessels
similar examinations and tests shall be
made at least once in every week.

(b) The date of the test and the con-
dition of the equipment shall be noted
in the official logbook.

§ 97.15–5 Drafts and load line mark-
ings.

(a) The master of every vessel on an
ocean, coastwise, or Great Lakes voy-
age shall enter the drafts of the vessel,
forward and aft, in the official logbook
when leaving port.

(b) On vessels subject to the require-
ments of subchapter E (Load Lines) of
this chapter at the time of departure
from port on an ocean, coastwise, or
Great Lakes voyage, the master shall
insert in the official logbook a state-
ment of the position of the load line
mark, port and starboard, in relation
to the surface of the water in which the
vessel is then floating.

(1) When an allowance for draft is
made for density of the water in which
the vessel is floating, this density is to
be noted in the official logbook.

§ 97.15–7 Verification of vessel compli-
ance with applicable stability re-
quirements.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, after loading and
prior to departure and at all other
times necessary to assure the safety of
the vessel, the master or person in
charge shall determine that the vessel
complies with all applicable stability
requirements in the vessel’s trim and
stability book, stability letter, Certifi-
cate of Inspection, and Load Line Cer-
tificate, as the case may be. The vessel
may not depart until it is in compli-
ance with these requirements.

(b) When determining compliance
with applicable stability requirements
the vessel’s draft, trim, and stability
must be determined as necessary.

(c) If a log book is required by § 97.35,
then the master or person in charge
must enter an attestation statement
verifying that the vessel complies with
the applicable stability requirements
at the times specified in paragraph (a)
and any stability calculations made in
support of the determination must be
retained on board the vessel for the du-
ration of the voyage.

(d) Stability verification is not re-
quired for tank barges whose Certifi-
cate of Inspection carries draft restric-
tions for purposes other than stability.

[CGD 89–037, 57 FR 41822, Sept. 11, 1992]

§ 97.15–10 Sanitation.

(a) It shall be the duty of the master
and chief engineer to see that the ves-
sel, and, in particular, the quarters are
in a clean and sanitary condition. The
chief engineer shall be responsible only
for the sanitary condition of the engi-
neering department.

§ 97.15–15 Examination of boilers and
machinery.

(a) It shall be the duty of the chief
engineer when he assumes charge of
the boilers and machinery of a vessel
to examine them thoroughly. If any
parts thereof are in bad condition, or if
the safety-valve seals are broken, the
fact shall immediately be reported to
the master, owner or agent, and the Of-
ficer in Charge, Marine Inspection.
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